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K' D at Dawson Victims or In Kleadlkr.
ll1.,"' Hate BsnNAnDiKo, Cal., April 7. Phelps
111; K. West ll the latest arrival in southern Call- -

f fornla from the Klondike cold flolds. lie left
I ll1' XlaWMn City on Feb. 20 with Ave Canadian

J,,, nlnr irbo camo down toe coast as far as
I Victoria. Tho party travelled on doe sled.es.
1 1) w"' left Dawson City," earn Mr. West, "when
I If the ."iiereury was about 10 below zero. That
Mb Wa a prettr mild day there. We slept In

h wow banks and melted snow for drink. Wo
iBv sever took off our three suits or woollen un- -

Br derololhcs, our fur jackets, nnd our several
I'- - thicknesses of stocking for four weeks. Wn
K" kept no track of tho temperature, but it seems
W: to me that It varied 'from 20 to 40 below zero
mi fell the way till wo got off the Chilkoot Pass
II, And went down the gradoto Djea. It Is not
Blj an arduous trip to any ono need to hardships In

iS (he Sierras or Itocklcs, but to temlarrect just
IK out of stores It is a dreadful experience."
''I Mr. West will bo at homo two weeks, nnd bo
' plans to tall from Son Francisco on April 28.

ft JIo expects to rcarh Fort Yukon about tho sec--

,f find week In July, for ho says there are Indlcn- -

jbt ' Jjlons that tho Ice will break up In tho Yukon this
If year sevoral weeks earlier than usual. That

.JV Mr. West thinks the finding of tho golden
It mother ledgo Is possible Is shown by the fact

that he has hired three of the!i;'i prospectors In tho Southwest to accompany
'. him to thu Klondike, and ho Is to bo backed by

) ' roore capital. Noarly all experienced miners
' fend metallursists In California agrco that If' the source of the golden patttclcs and nuggots

3J strewn so abundantly among tho sand and'' travel In tho Klondike region can bo found
j1 the richest mines aver known will have been

,' discovered. Tho richest body of gold ore found
it to far was tho Comstock lode in western No- -

g' , vada. That ran from $ 1,000 to 94,000 a ton
lis,' to' months. The ledges whlrh fed, at some rc- -

Ik?' ngo, tho Klondlko placers, must, it Is be- -

IM. lievod. contain extraordinarily pure ore.
Ijftt "Tho Klondike miners will send or brine
if ', down to tho States next summer from 913,000,- -

000 to 010,000,000 In cold," said Mr. West,
ffl "Tho reason there, is such n wide ditTercnco in
l iuu uaiiuiavca is mm iiu uiiu una icil now inucn
7.'' cold tho minors liaTo accumulated, a corse
!'" biaclalr, tho new Canadian mining official at
J& , Dawson City, told me just teforo I left that
jj& Donanza Crock alone would yield $3,000,000
S-- . this year, and that EI Dorado, Gold Bottom,
mb Hunker. Hear, and creeks oro
Mr yielding Just as! much oa they did the first
r season of their development. Mr. Sinclair said

"jU thero wcro 2TR claims on El Dorado and Do- -

:.. nanza creeks, and GOO men wcro working them.
$ Fifty of tho larger claims will each yield $60,- -

, 000 for tho year ending with tho sluicing next
I. July. Claim 30, which was tho original there,

" hod a frozen gravel pllo thirty fcot high and'' sixty-- feet long, heaped up ready for sluicing,
jL the last timo 1 was out that way. It belongs to
x Bi'I Edwards and Tom Enstley of Seattle They

,'! will clsan up from tnnt heap of
L",- - dirt fully 400 pounds (troy weight) of yellow
tW metal at the next sluicing. They have probably
X- - added to tho pile since I was there. So 1 estl- -

J" mate that they will havo roadyfor tho Sana Francisco Mint about 9100,000 worth of gold
by next August. Mr. Sinclair reported to tho

li- - Canadian Government, and I understand that$' William Ogllvle has done likewise, that
'4'' Bonanza, El Dorado, and Hunker croeks will

Jield $60,000,000 In the next ton years.
- "A great many miners have no ono to leave
:J in charge of their claims and they do not daro
; to send their gold down by other miners to tho
."r States. For Instance, there Is Barney Flynn,
ft who has claim No. 10 on Htinkor Creek. He
:fi bad, during the season of navigation laitsum- -
t sskt. about 500 pounds of gold 'dust It was

f, stored about his cabin In coal oil
. rapped up in a greasy old blanket and

J , y ' pore of It rraft kept In a PAlr of ola rubber boot.
c. The gold was wi,th about $00,000. Darnoy

Si wanted to come down to 'Frisco in tho worst
s1 way with his riches. He pictured to himiclf

how important he would bo with his fortune.
;f Holeft the city threo years ago with about ?3.00,
:'i and he knew the boys on the docks where. '10
J; used to work would be tickled to see him come

back a millionaire. lint, be didn't daro leavn
his claim for more "than twolvo hours at a

K time, and seldom that long. He can't read or
,r wrlto and he's afraid there's some kink in the
$ Canadian laws that will give bis claim to an- -
Jt other of ho goes away. So Barney has been

L staying right by the mine with tho threo In- -
: y diana that he employe at 910 (an ounce of gold)
(, for eight hours work. Ho has beon tilling
fi more oil cns and fruit jars with his golrt dust,
:: and I don't doubt that bo has now 0120,000
li-- worth of the stuff on hand. Ho has his sum- -
p mer s sluicing to do, too.
Eg "I taae Barney Flynn as nn Illustration.tti There s lots more Klondlkers up there whose

J; gold duit has not been heard from. WhenBt navigation reopens thoy will Iinvo been saving
it for two years. Mr. Sinclair told 1110 of sixm . teen from Montreal, on Gold Bottom Creek.

Rr wbo.hnvo four claims In partnership nnd will
Ki. have ready noxt summer 800 uounds (troy
K welht of trold. Tho Clarenco llen-- claim on
p. Kl Dorado Creek has a greit hill of gravel on It
R ready for the annual clcan-u- p whon tho warm

5" weatbif comes. The man In charge Ihcro told
h. mo (n January last that tho dirt had run fromi tf2 to 04 a pan for weeks. That hclng fo. It Is
V reasonablo to look for a', least 000,000 at theH. clean-up- .

? iXXBt think pr the fortune Berrv liasstum- -

Wed uponl When I knew him In Solmn. Cal.,RJ four yyara ago huwusn'r worth a bean. Hodc- -
liended upon his wages of $2(7 a month as a

. ranch laborer. Two jcars ago this month ha
married undBotnboiitor.no. With that he nnd

fi his bride startod for tho Yukon Ittver diggings
E? about Clrplo City. Berry was nt Forty-MU- o

KptlJmncd tho first stnmpeilo to Itanium City.
it o, Wed upon one of tho hot claims un there
SV "I!d. bo. and Mrs. Horry brought clown to 'Frisco
S ' S,th them last Augutt nbout0i30,00i) In gold.
V Ho has n claim that will yield him nt a low estl- -
i mate an nvcrago of OSO.OOO nnnnnlly for sixyears longer. In ono week's tjmo Berry leorort
" from opoor but hopeful mlnerHo a fortune of
iJ about 0700,000. He bought somo lots at Daw- -g oa City In October, 18l(l. for eix ounces of gold
ii (worth 010 an ounce) apiece and ho lenses four

T of them now for Sl.fiOO a year each. H sold
is threo lots for 0,ooo oach. Tticro's about
3 twenty men In tho Klondike ulraost as lucky as
$ Clarence Berry."

"Jtovr about life In Dawson this winter!"
, T7ie Btntomcnt that havo uppcarcd in tomonewspapers that Dawson City has seen a car- -
5 o'ral of immorality, rrlmo and oxtravngance

V a,L!!.,nt!r "? "ntrue. Compared with Dyea
f and Bkagway it is very quiet. There wero some
'.l gay times at what pa sued for an opera houso
J ttnlli it burned down threo months ago. Thog , sance halls there aro only small affairs and nror f poorly patronized. Thero are fifteen saloons In

C I Ilowson and all are run wide open, but tho ct- -
penses'are so hoavy thut none makes any more

5 clear money than moit saloons In tho States. It?t is so cold and tho country is so Indescribably
' lonoiy, oven inder tho plensnntcst conditions,f that the hilarity of tho saloon In oilier environ- -
i, tnents is entirely lacking there. In summer
Z tho saloons pay big profits. Dan O'llrlon's I'al.
fj. ace saloon, which Is twenty feet square and builtof logs, took In 0000 n day nil last summer.
k Dan has to pay a monthly rental nf 0500 forthat place.
j, "There has never beon any real public
- tear in Dawson in tho last six months that stur- -

Tatlon would be genornl t liero before navigation' reopened. To be sure, thero was u scarcity or
I. e, great many articles, but prices In a newt mining camp at a great dlstatp-- from clvlllza- -

J tlon are always high, I saw a b.ix of flno
, sperm candles (120 In a box) soil for 0180. A

, finale candle from this box would burn flvohours, and at that rate candlo light would cost
2ft .cents an hour. As the nlghti are fromeighteen to twenty hours long, It would costv frora 04,50 to 85 for candle light during ono
nignt. As a matter of economy, a great many

I Miners in their cabins burn a candle only while
,' toting a meal. Coal oil is a luxury in Dawson.
j Lknow 9ne Iulln who rcceh ed an offer of 0200
t, id cash for two coin of coal oil, nnd

tie refused to sell, and asked 01 00 for It. At thesame sale one dozen heavy woollen stockingswere sold foe 080, and the buyer thought hei had a bargain. I have paid 01.50 for a sixty- -

i nowspaper several times In Dawson.
i "JS thing one notices when he reaches
i J)w1?. ? u. tlle ,0" 'msiness houses with
', earth filled In about them, and dirt nnd moss a
S foot thick on the roof, and tho next tho dogs.
v !o Mexican town ever had o many dogs. Tbey
', are nil great big follows. Thero aro said to be' a.OOO there, and the number Is increasing now
5 that people arrive more frequently In Duwson

K with traliu.of dogs on their sleds, A big N'ow- -
rj foundlaud dog that has been trained tn work In

it harness on a sled Is worth flvo and six ouncon
of gold ut Dawson. At Dyea the same beast IsSaw, worth about 000. Nearly every miner has

a two or throe dogs to hanl his provisions from
:. the stores to camp. The animals travol In com- -

f psules, and sometimes 500 dogs nro on Front
'I street at one time Dog lights occur a dozen

times an hour, and no one gives more than a' elD3 glance at them.
i, "Dawson City has more than Us quota ofateange characters. The most famous tunn isH filtvln, the prl's fighter. He went up thereW Jbbtt AUtfiut, He haj wantrd to sell hl aliare

K

In his claim for. 0300; Ton would, think that a
great robust fellow like Blavln would be the
matt who would bst endnro the awful winter
climate nf the Klondike. But he has been half
sick all winter. Ho bad an exhibition fight
with a little Weazened-face- teatrister from
Kansas at the opera House, nt f15 a bead, last
December, and the whole popnlaton was sur-
prised at the way tho teamster made a mon-
key of Hl&vln. It was nil due to the climate.
The constant gala, the florco temperature, nnd
the loneliness of tho life have turned Hlavln's
constitution upside down. He says himself
that he ran never fight In tho ring again,

"Jim Dougherty, who halls from Philadel-
phia, is tho king of snorts In Dawson City. Ha
ran a saloon thore when It was n trading post.
He owns two acres of land thero, and ho gets
rentals or 01,000 a month from that. Ha Is a
strapping Ito boasts that nn game
Is too heavy for him at his log cabin inloon on
Front street. He Is an honest player, and
onto last tumnier ho put n bu'let hole right
through a man whom he caught cheating at
poker. Dougherty has sevoral limes bet sixty
pound J of gold on n throw In a gamo of craps.
Last Christmas eve be gave n free lunch of com-
mon eatables that cost him 01 .000.

"The richest man In ihe Klondlko lives In a
log cabin, tmearcd over with mud on tho out-
side and inside, and with only ono window, two
by three feet, to lot in the light. In the win-
ter, v hen the nights aro long, his house is il-

lumined by ore candle. Ho Is Georgo Cormack,
the original Klondike miner. Ho has lived on
tho Yukon Illver since 18B2. He went up
there ns n laborer about the sealeries for tho
Alaska Commercial Company. He was born
nnd reared In North Adams, Mass. Cormaok
is n squaw man. that Is, a white man with an
Indian wife. Somo twclvo years ago he mar-
ried a Stick Indian woman at Taglsrh Dako.
For years he and nls squaw fished for salmon
for n lllng. He hoard that gold had been
picked up In this region, and he prospected
between his fishing along what is now
Bonanza Creek, a mils south of where It emp-
ties Into tho Klondike. He got an ounco of
gold In half an hour. He has been mad over
since because he went nnd told other miners of
his success. Cormack has four claims alto-
gether In tho very heart of the richest Klon-
dike diggings. Ho bought one claim for 05,000.
It has since yielded $110,000. It Is currently
reported In Dawson City that he has burled In
tho mud floor of his log cabin, on the outskirts
of Danson, 0280.000 worth of gold. Ho has
never rent any of bis stuff to tho Mint. He
has. besides, small mountains of gravel on his
four claims, ready for tbo annunl sluicing when
the warm weather returns. Current reportgocs
in Danson that Cormack has property and
gold that he could easily sell for 01.200,000
nny day. Ha Is so Ignorant that he docs not
know what his wealth means. I doubt If ho
could count abovo 100 with any Intelligence,
llo had somo ono write a letter for him to his
brother In North Adams to come up to Dawson
quick so ns to help him handle the gold.

"Ono of the boat business bends In Dawson Is
on n woman's shoulders. It belongs to Mrs.
Mary Flaherty. She was cooking In a ono-hor-

hotel In Oakland. Cal., three years ago.
Her brother had tho Yukon gold fever, nnd
sho went along with blm to work In the miners'
camps nt Fortv MIIo. She was on the scene of
tho gold find In August, 1800. Before sho left
California it occurred to her that she would bo
lonelytln tbo arctic region, so she bought many
pounds of coarse yarn, and when she res' hen
forty mho she kiiiea mnny an otherwise lonely
hour by knitting very long thick stockings for
tboincn. So great was the call for her stook-In-

that sho sold them ns fast as sho could knit
for 020 a pair. Sho sent down orders for bor
friends In Oakland to knit her moro stockings,
and sho sold them llko hot cakes whon the
Klondike boom bad begun and sho luul moved
to Dawson. Sho always had n liking for nurs-
ing and doctoring sick folks. So before doctors
reached Dnnson sho was busy looking after tho
ailing miner!, for malaria is common there In
summer. She mado monoy fast and put it
In real estate on Front street, Her cholco of
lots has been very sagacious. Sho was the
original money lender In Dawson. Noxr sum-
mer, when Mrs. Flaherty comos down the const
to sco her old friends In Oakland, she will be
nblo to buy n half-doze- hotels llko tho one
whero she Tjorkcd ns a cook threo years ago.

"Tbo coldest weather In the Klondike this
winter, up to tho time I loft, was during tho
two weeks previous to New Year's Day. fev-3ra- l

miners crc found frozen stiff In their tents
along tho creeks nt that tlrao and hundreds of
men rat i.P night after night and kept tho wood
fires in their cabins going becnusc they were
afraid to go to sleep lest the fires should go out
and they should freeze In their sleep. For a
week the mercury ranged from 55' to 67

7ero In Dawson City. I have no doubt'Jt
was ovon colder out In the exposed localitiesamong tho miners' camps. It was so cold that,
notwithstanding tbo ceaseless wind, we could
hear nn ordinary volco half a mile distant. No
one ventured out moro than a few rods at night
in such weather. Somo miners slept on tho
Moors nt the saloons ovcry night for a week

they did not daro to walk to their cabins
or tents. Lnwrcnco B. Hamlin, tho Canadian
civil engineer from Victoria, was frftzen to
death at that time. Ho was sent to Dawson
City by tho Government of British Columbia to
report on the navigability of tho Yukon and
Hootnllnqua rivers from Teslln Lake. He
started with a companion to walk from Daw-
son two miles to his cabin on Reindeer Creek.
Both men wcro heavily clad, but that night
w ns simply awfully cold. After a tramp of two
hours, durlfig which tho co'd numbed tho brains
of both Mr. Mnmlln nnd his friend so that they
wnndcrcd away from thoir trail over tho Ice,
they reached tho cabin of friends. The men
were taken In thero nnd cared for. Mr. Ham-
lin lapsed Into unconsciousness and dlod In two
days. A; one timo there were flvo men In the
hospital nt Dawson whose arms and feet had
been nmnutatcd after bavin; been frozen. Joa- -

?uln Miller suffered excruciating agony from
cheeks and cars. A nephew of Ibsen

was in tho hospital with a partially frozen foot
when I was 1. st In Dawson.

"Do you think tho Klondlko placers will last
ns long an those of Cullfornlat"

"Yes. ery much longer. The deposits of gold
in tho Klondike nro truly the richest so far dis-
covered on earth. The area of tho Klondike re-
gion Is ntout 700 square miles not nbout 70square miles, as u great many people down hero
bcllcxc. The somo conditions that sowed the
creeks emptying into tho Klondike so plenti-
fully with gold, of course put gold In tho scores
and scores of other creeks in that region."

"I suppose you met on your wny down to
Dyea n procession going toward Dawson Cllyl"

"Yes. nnd It was tho most retnarkablo stain- -

fedo I have ever known in my years of mining,
1 had a good ldai of what sacrifices

men will make and hardrhlps thpy will endure
to got gold, but I find I didn't know. Wo musthno met all tho way from Dawson to Dyea
lfi.000 man. It was one long pitiful scene for a
month. Somo hod camped for weeks in or.
placo because of Illness In their party, and hot
they ever kept from freezing to death I don't
Know, inero wcro ngcu men and young men,
people of nil nations and races, all having tho
one dcslro to get gold. gold. gold. Somo wero
half sick and tome looked utterlv worn out
from exposure Thero aro already scores ofgraves In the snow nnd Ico nil tho way from
Jjiko Lliidcman to Dyea. At tho Chilkoot
l'nss thero wero hundreds of dead horses lying
on tho rocks below, whero they bad slipped andgono over tho trull on the illffs. Altogether
.'1,000 beasts had gono over there.

"There wero some women in tho humanity thatwan piwhlngon to Klondlko. People with Blods
nnd dog teams, horses, oxen, elk, and goats,
were climbing, groaning, and pulling over tho
Chllcoot Bass with outfits wclghln. fiom 500to 3,000 pounds. From clovnted spots wo
could look on nnd soe as many as 200 camps
of people on their nny to tho Klondike. Tho
most pitiful thing nbout tbo stampede to tho
frozen North Is tho way sickly nnd weak peo-
ple hare stattcd to mako tno 000 mile lournoy
In tho winter soason to Dawson City. Thoy arecommitting constructive suicide. Near Lake
Dennett we camped with a pnrtvof oungmen
from Brookl) 11 on thvir way to tho mines. Ono
of their number, named Hulett, n bookkeeper
on iultnn street, had hnd his feet frozen aweek te'ore, nnd when we got there he wasdying with bowel troublo and scurvy. He was
in ngDiiy, and as we were unable to help him.wu were glad to see his sutlerlnga cease Indeath. o burltd him in several blankets In
ho ice on tho lake. Wo put stones in thu blan-

kets so as to sink tbo tody when the thaw
cunie. One camp wo came upon between Lake
I.lndeman and tbo Chilkoot l'ass contained sixmen. Tno of them bad scurvy, nnd one liedmeningitis and was dj ing. There ho wa. lying
In blankets In a llttlo cheap canvas tent, with
snow and Ico all about outside, amid a galo that
shook tho very hills, and In a temperature about
10- - below zero. The men in the party had lost agnodsharoof their outfits by sliding over tho
trail on the Chilkoot Bass. I believe those
pcoplo wero from Cleveland. A few dnys be-
fore wo reached Chilkoot Bass wo found aamp whore four men wcro frozen stiff. AtDyea I saw several men who had been brought
hack from tho route to l.ak Llndeman with
frozen feet and hands, and had been operatedupon by 11 surgeon. 'Ihe iiiot frightful caso offreezing I Know of was that of a young printer
named Nelson llyun of Pittsburg. Ho Is in
bed at Djcn with both legs amputated below
the knees. Ho fell on the trail down from tho
Chilkoot I'pss, and being mado unconscious by
the fall nnd being nlone, his legs wcru frozen
in about an hour, Tho temperature that daywas 60" below zero, and the usual wind wasbowing. After recovering hlsBensos he hob-bl- d

some twelve miles. Then some men also
going toward Klondlko camo along, and, Impa-
tient us they were tu get where they could dig
gold, they neut tlilrty-fl- e miles back to Dyea
with tbo poor fellow,

"At Dyea and rikugway we wero astonishedat tho growth of those places. Whn 1 went to
Danbonln July the combined population of bothwas about 300. Now Uvea has l.fioo people,
and Skugnnv about 3.000. 1 havo not tho leastdoubt thut Dyun will bo a town of 100.000 popu-
lation In another decade. When I wentthrough Dyoa last summer I might have bought
thero sixty-foo- t lota for 03 a fiont foot. Thoy
arc selling nt OHO nnd 01OO a front foot.In the two days I was at Dyci fito steam-ci- s

brought 3,000 men thero, besides 3.500,000
pounds of freight. Evory night hundreds of
people pay 01 for tho privilege of sleeping 011 afloor at somo hotels.

"Gambling Is moro rampant in both these
towns than any wild West town I know of.
At Dyea thero aro 000 professional gamblers.
1 suppose thero aro almost as many moro at
pkagway. Once a week eomeonn is shot andkilled, and the residents are too busy getting
rich off the thousandr of meu who
go pouring through those cosst line gates for the
InteMor of AlotU P tfto Hipp or wurder
W-U- ." ,,
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A HACIENDA IN M$lC0.
ricrunzsQVE hoshe kox ok tub

HEATEX VIOUTTAX.- . 1

A Ormt Estate, Its fahabltaata aa Its Ctis-t- m

Waste Wsrlh Uearltfg Mexican Csk-la- g

and Ike The Onr-e- n
and ths tmijA Cemssaaltr ta Itself.

I'AcncoA, Mexico, April 4 The average
tourist In tho land of the Montezuma does not
often leave the beaten track to visit a typical
Mexican hacienda. When he does, he finds
mnch to Interest him, especially If n has ever
llvedon an American farm, whero the aamo
things are dona, but so differently.

Most of the great ranches are somewhat dis-

tant from tho shriek of the locomotive; up
among tho purple hills, far away perhaps from
the route of the swaying old diligence that visits
the smaller towns. But tho railroad has cut
through corners of others, and tho traveller
may know It from the groups of ranchmen he
sees on station platforms placed apparently In
the wldemess. He wonders whero they romo
from those plcturesqun creatures, proudly con-
scious of their peaked, cartwheol hats loaded
down with gold and silver braid, their clanking
spurs, their revolvors depending from their
hips in embroidered holsten, their short and
Jaunty coats bedlght with silver clasps and
buttons, and last, but not lrast, their skin-tigh- t

iotther breeches that must havo been drawn
on as carefully as n, pair of new kid gloves.
Gentlemen so magnificent do not grow In straw
or adobe huts; yet these aro tho only human
habitations the traveller can see from his car
window. 1

But if ha leaves the train and wends his way
over a n path, that takes him through
a cactus hedgo which has heretofore obscurod
his view, he may find himself in a large grove
of pepper and mesquite trees, whose feathery
leaves cast delicate shadows on the whlto
ground. A stream runs along the path, and ho
crosses it further on by means of stepping stones
made out of horses' skulls. Tho cacti that gir-
dle the grove are of gigantic growth and gro-
tesque and oven gruesome shapes, and in the
dim light one can cosily fancy that they aro
grim guardians of the place.

Such is tho entranco to a fascinating old ha-
cienda bidden from the view of the traveller on
the Mtxlcan National road, but not moro than
half a mile from the station, whero his train
stops for a breath of the thin air before rush-
ing along a stiff upgrade to tho distant city.
Thero are plenty more llko it in tho republic
but this old hacienda holds Its head a trlflo
higher than the others because of certain his-
toric memories that linger about it. Not far
away is the town of Dolores, the patriot shrlno
of Mexico, for thero was born that fiery war-
rior priest, Mlguol Hidalgo, who In 1810 pro-
claimed the independence of Mexico and start-
ed the rebellion that freed his countrymen from
the Spanish yoke. This very hacienda, ther say,
was a cradle of liberty. Here the patriot con-
spirators used to assemble to hatch thoir plots.
Its present ndmlnlstrador is one Don Mariano
Somebody, a nephew of the Mariano Escobedn
to whom is giron the glory of having shot that
inglorious Emperor. Maximilian.

Having passed through tho cactus grove, the
traveller emerges Into a great space before the
ancient house. Nothing In Moxlco ages save
the pcoplo, and tho smallest of them are seldom
young. Hence it is no surprise to learn that
that great pile of buildings, looking so fresh In
its clean coat of pink and green kalsomlne, is
four or flvo hundred years old. Its front

extends about 500 feet. Great doors flank
oach side of tho mlddlo entranco through which
ono passes into the central patio. To the right
thero is always in such places a room called
the ofilce. for this great Mexican farm is a vast
feudal estate, and tho business sldo of its man-
agement Is complicated enough to occupy sev-
eral clerks. Nearly 5.000 pcoplo livo on tho
estate nnd draw their Mistcnanco from it in re-
turn forthe little work they do. Tbey are as truly
slaves, these Mexican peons, as wero the black
men of the Southern plantations. And much
more miserable is thoir condition. President
Diaz has abolished thaold law by which a man's
son could bo held In bondage for the father's
debt, but tho man himself can still bo held un-
til ho has worked out his indebtedness; so that
as a matter of fact every rich ranchman has n
largo following of bondsmen. Almost any
man with an income of no more than 20 cents
a day would be tempted to make occasional
loans, undeterred by the fear of putting him-
self Into his employer's rower. Tho latter
gives bis neons the uso of tho Inml. and mn.
plies oxpn and seed, but expects n half share In
the returns. Thcso nro great enough to yield
about 020,000 profit overy j ear. Tho adjoining
ranch is richer still. It Is twenty-thre- e kilo-
metres long and supports tome 15,000 peons
nnd a proprietor who spends most of his care-
less days in Paris.

Tbo main rooms of the hacienda aro grouped
around the central patio, which is superlatively
clean and cool and picturesque. Tho ground Is
paved with cobblestones laid In
somo geometrical design. Lofty pecan trees
shade tho Inclosuro. Fragrant roses bloom
hero tho year round. In tho e'entro is a well
with old wooden buckets and washing stones
which the women use Instead or boards. A
toppcr-coloro- nurse girl walks up and downcrooning Indian charms to the pink and whltobaby in her arms. A yellow dog follows, bark-
ing at her heels. The other chllnrcn of thn ad
ministrator stand borore the aviarv in ono cor-
ner of the patio, where a silver-throate- mock-
ingbird is pouring rorth his "Prelslled" to otherenvious songsters. Regardless of such sweet
sounds a dismal raven rocks blniBelf to and froon tho well beam and croaks lamentations.

Most Important of all tho rooms Is thokitchen, a dark room with smoke-colore- wails
and muty corners. As from 200 to 000 pcoplo
nro employed about the houso alone.thcre should
be no lack of klichon service. Thore aro two
chief cooks and a host of assistants. Knowing
that the owners of this hacienda pride tbom-telve- s

on their orogress.veness, tho visitor will
not be surprlod to see an American stove In
tho kitchen, a modern range with all the accom-
paniments. But he must oxpect to find it rusty
and unblacked, for the Aztec hag who Is chief
priestess of that department hasn't the faintestIdoa of how to take caro of It. She has a pri-
vate charcoal fire of her own on the floor In one
corner and her most artistic work la sure to be
dono over it.

Across tho court Is tbo dining room, often as
far removed as possible so that when tho rainy
season begins things can get nicely wet be-
tween the cooking nnd tho oating thereof. Thero
Is 0 goodly row of empty wine bottles on thosideboard, and tho illustrations on tho wall snt
forth tho virtues of Chihuahua beer. Withthat all effort at adornment stops. The table
In the centre of tbo room Is very high, the chairs
around It very low. so that one's chin Is Justabout on a level with the tablecloth. That Is
generally thought to bo very convenient, ns Itenables ono to bow one's nead becomingly Into
onu s plate nnd between bites stop to wlpo one'smouth on tho tablecloth. The Mexican easily
bears off tho palm for beautiful manners onnearly over occasion, but many a gringo has
reconsidered his feelings alter watching "aicreechlngly pretty Mexican mnld," ns one fas-
tidious fedow phrased It, "eat like a pig." They
all do. The Ublo Is waited on by Indian boys,
whoio cocoanut-stiaDn- heaas are thatchedwith Piops of black hair that would Bweli a fool-b-

player s heart with envy. These stoical
llttlo waiters slip nolsolessly about on their san-
dalled feet and do their work dtftly and well.But no matter what tho hour of tho day or theday of tho week, tho Mexican meal seems to boalwaja Just about tho tonic, Dishes aro al-
ways scryodln what might bo called tandemstyle; strictly one thing at u time. First, thoreIs Bopa at aroz, which, being translated, means
rice coup, but which, being tasted, certainly,,n .' .u'5 rLC0 " "''--

n'- but rioe fried In Inrd
with chill and tomato skins nnd a few etcctei as
thrown In. Then there Is meat, gencricallyspeaking: the speclllu kind doesn't matter, for
tbey all taste alike In Mexico. It may bo
what the butcher calls "bee-stay.- " a Castillancorruption of what Is better known In English
as beefsteak, or it may be the tender flesh of n
little Urn'- - killed lhat very morning In the patio,
though the whlto stones show not h trnroot thu
young blood. Tnen breaded tonguo imrninhod
in parsley will follow, or turkey sluwed in tho
hottest of chill. Boiled onions cr stowed
spinach comes next. The beginning of the end
announces Itself with the uppearunoo of thefrijoles, which always precede the dossert. They
are big. black beans looked In lard until con-
verted into a mushy state Itlch and poor nro
fond of them. No butter is served at anv of
these meals and broad quite infrequently. Tor-iilln- s

more than supply the want. No Mexican,
no matter whst his Inrome or social state, can
jlvo without hi J tortillas. Thoy are thin, half-bake- d

pancakes made out of ground corn. Des-
sert comos In tho shape of very bitter, black
coffeo and dulcet In some form or other. For a
people who know not cake or plo or pudding,
the dessert must take the form of confectionsor preserves. Candled quluees and sugared
squash are favorlto dishes.

After tho evening meal has been despatched
the traveller may bo invited into the grand tainto spend' a social ovenlng with his host andfamily. For e.egance this apartment la run,
pospd to bo the ihpwplapa nf tbo hacienda.

j j

The Ja. a carpet bf brilliant hue upon the
brick floor Instead of the. cheaper and mora ar-
tistic petal f lhat are found In the other rooms.
A et of bentwood furniture li

' arranged in processional aymmetry against the
wall. Tho msln space of the room Is filled
with polished tables wblcb hold a profusion7 of

perfumery bottles, celluloid picture
frames', glass casss.'and various plush article
of re rt u. On a dais slightly raised abovo the
rest of the room stands a piano, the owners Joy
and the traveller's solace. For those people can
ptay. One daughter .touches tho keys whllo
another lake tip her guitar. One son plnys the
mandolin and another the rlarlnou A the
muslo fills' the room tba mother leans back con-
tentedly In her chair nnd dreamily pulls out of
her pocket a package of cigarettes of a brand
advertised as "una fnptctalUlad para tenorat"
She Is a handsome woman of come forty years,
nnd her Children lore her. They look over
their shoulders for her approval of their per-
formance, and sho emlles back at them through
tho mist of tobacco smoke which sho emits
from her lips ns sho daintily fllrks the ashes
from her cigarette. Tlrod f their own offorts,
tho children suggest that they rend for old
Guadalupe to play for their guest. Ho comes,
nn ancient peon with tho smell or mescal cling-
ing tn'.hla gunnykack rag, an altogether unlove-
ly object. But ho takes his scat near the door
where tho evening breezo rollevcs him of his
superfluous odors, and he strikes his harp with
magio fingers. A wonderful harp It Is, too, ono
that ho tnnda himself out of catgut and an old
packing box. 'J ho performance closes with a
firand chorus of Instruments and volcos joining

strains of tboMoxienn national hymn.
If tho traveller staysail night, he will prob-

ably bo shown to one of tho bedrooms opening
onto tbo central court. His chambermaid will
be a man, and will be named Jesus. He al-
ways Is. Tho room Is large and pleasant
enough, but has nu window. The chances are
that tho timid traveller prefers to Bwoltor be-
hind barred doors rather than leavothem open
for tho entrance or air and posslblo robbers.
Above his bed be finds a. pictured cross with
the wordn, "Vivo Josus" printed below. If ho Is
wise, he will tell n bead or two bofcro bo llos
down bolow it. When morning comos lot htm
shake his garments for centipedes before he
puts them on, look In his shoes for tarantulas,
and then, snouro In mind and body, go forth to
see tho sights.

He will find tho domestic Interests of the
are clustered round tho control patio. But

there nro other courts where baby burros In-
stead of ba y boys have their playground. In
such a court nro d wnrerooms full of
grain. Here, too, the horse-voice- d nightingale of
Mexico, the pntlont, d burro, is cor-
ralled. With loud cries hair-nake- d herders
drive hero each night swine and lean
razor-backe- hogs to their rospectie pens.

In another court may bo heard .he sound of
busy workmen. Hero Is a carpentor's shop,
where tho saw Is tearing. Its harsh
way through the resisting wood, and
tho planing knife Is tossing shavings all over
tbo dirt floor. Propped against tho wall are
now plojghs, all mado of wood, and quite as
primitive as those In ueo centuries ago. But
whon all that tho soil needs Is a "scratching,
wood Is as serviceable as steel. Here, too, aro
henbo jsesand coachhouses and machinoJiouscs.
A great brick oven is built Into tho wall in one
place. Near by aro huge boilers used for making
soap. One llttlo room Is devoted to the use of
tho tortilla girl. Sho Is n bright-eye- Indian
main, mm uimpics in ncr copper cuecKS, in ncr
bronzo elbows, and tho curves of her pink-solc- d

feet. Her teeth are whlto and gleaming, for
they havo seldom masticated anything butruorn
nnd beans. Tho stranger thinks it must bo vory
tiresomo crouching there all day, forever mak-
ing tortillas in the host and smoko, but tho girl
only Bbaws her dimples and her whlto teeth
when ho nsks her. First she soaks tho corn In
lime water to rcmovo the hulls, then sho crushes
It betwoon two stonos, mixes it with water to
mak a dough, and deftly molds it into thin
cakes which aha cooks on an earthen pinto over
n, charcoal tire, turning them constantly to
keep them from burning.

A barred gato loads from till" last court
into a garden, which is a wilderness of

beauty. Shut in by a high brick fret-
work, flllod with trees whoso brunchos intor-twin-

watered by means of deep Irrigation
ditches, it Is a still, dark, cool retreat. Wan-
dering down somo of its shady paths one romo
upon rustlo summer houses with scats Just bis:
enough for two built into tho d

framework. Ah, it is a plnca for lovers, n spot
for Bighs o' "How sweet tho moonlight sleeps
upon that bank!" Tho nlr is heavy with the
fragrance of roses. Surely somo woman has
loved this place, perhaps planned it, cored for
it, spent long hours here. Yes. one sldo of tho
garden Is formed by n row of d apart-
ments intended to open directly upon tho gar-
den. Thero a sweet lady, mistress of this sroat
hacienda, had once meant to live, but tho rooms
wore never completed, nnd now sho lives on Kn-

ottier of her estates. You mny sco tho ladj's
or trait in a room upstairs. It shows a swcot,K spirited rnco through whoso darkeea speakB a serenely Jradlant foul. Such n

woman could bo happy in tbo garden, could
mourn whon the gates wcro closed upon her.

Tbo room where tho portrait hangs Is on tho
second floor. Few haciendas havo more than
ono floor, but this one has a row of lofty rooms
extending across tho Iront of tho house thnt nro
reached from below by an Imposing stono stair-
case At its head Is a long, open corridor
Hanked by Ionian pillars, whero It is pleasant
to swing one's hammock In the bent of tho day
and look out dreamily across the whlto stretch
of earth with the green nnd purplo hlllo be-
yond. Across this speco the lowing herd winds
home nt night. From hero can bo seen the high-walle- d

hull pen where bulls aro rnhed for tbo
ring, and yonder lies the cattle pond where tbey
aro watered every night. Here nt all hours of
Iho day peons pass, thoir steps bent toward a
distant shrlno on tho hilltop where the spirit of
San Juan Is potent to heal and biers.

Only a fow yards from tho houso stands a
largo and bnndsomo chnpcl, built by tho Into
unncr ui 100 iiucicnaa. iicro no mo inmontcu
dead of his race, here worship the retainers of
his house. A priest says mass there every Sun-'da- y

and saint s day. The nlnco Is a holy spot
and it Is believed to be well for the proprietors
of the hacienda to hnvo ghen the spirit of tho
Most High an abiding plnco among them.

This estate is a small community in Itself.
Over among thcrtreea are hlacKjmlths nt work
In their adobe smithies. Priest, Justice of tho
I'enco and notary public live hcie. All classesgatherat the hacienda store. "Jx Provodora," to
gossip over their purchases of calico and ciga-
rettes. If it Is tbo season when the lunnn nre
ripe, a neon woman will bo squatting nutsldo
tho door with n heap of tvnim before 'her for

She has a sharp knife nnd knows how- - to
ieel them without sticking the thorns into her
Ingors, it difficult task for tho strangor. Her

bands and arms nro- - gory with tbo red juice.
On one side of her lies n drunken, rnggod woman
nslcep In tbo bum with her rcboto pulled over
her head. On the other sldo a young man Is
stretched out at his indolent length. Ills open.hi., aVnir. ,t,n, ,.,,... 1.1b 1...., tt .. ....null, DUUnn .,,,. UUI lltP ICni b IIU Hliai B llprecious rolic It is a piece nf dirty rag that
has beeu blessed by tho holy padre, he says with
a smile on his handsome, melancholy coun-
tenance, and Is guaranteed to prcservo him from
all harm. While he Is talking nn older man
comes In sjcrht. bearing something on his head
which moses him walk with ntcady shoulders
and measured tread. Is it u tray of dulcet
that bo baa for salol No, It cannot be; tho
board he carries Is decorated with tlssuo paper
streamers and fresh flowers, ah tho man
cornea nearer the stranger sees n llttlo brown
face peeping out ."Torn the flowers n plnchod
little face with closed eyos nnd drawn nostrils.
A puny hand hpnga lifeless nt ono side and two
tiny foot are turned up to the sky. It Is n haby,
n, llttlo dead baby, the child probably of tho
man who poises It so carefully on his head. He
is making straight for a quiet nook over in tho
dreary, dusty Campo Santo, whero ho can dig
a llttlo gravo apd lav bis bunion down.

As he leaves tho hacienda the traveller en-
counters in hie pufli a blind beggar kneeling In
the dust with, sightless ces nd outstretched
hands turned suppllcntlngly to th sky. From
his lips issue a torrent of eloquent nrnycr.
There in the hot dust and sun tho poor wretch
kneels nil day long, receiving from thn pnsiors-b- y

tho alms that pity bestows. But In spltoof
thoir misery most of those pcoplo are hnppy,
nnd the traveller wonders, as bis train bears
him away, if toil and ambition ore worth the
while, when one has only to sit in u blanket
waiting for the sun to shine and do the rest.

TUB HEAVY I'EV.ir..
And a Remlnliornce Tkat Ihn ' or It firings

ta a father', .tllnd.
" Tbo children's practicing on tho piano doesn't

disturb me," said a father, "or it wouldn't If
they would play without putting on tho heavy
pedal, but tboy won't do tbut no child can.
They piny along for a fow notes lightly, nnd
then the foot Instinctively seeks tho lever, und
down goes the heavy pedal and in comes tho
bang nnd boom. It makes mora nolso, nnd all
children liko noise, just as pcoplo of mature
yuan are npt to like pouco.and quiet.

"1 don't object to noise us such, myself; In
fact, I rather like uproar and excitement at
appropriate Union hnd plncos. I nm reminded
Just now of a noisy Fourth of July ove. somo
thirty-od- d years ngo, w hon from n long lino of
intrrnchmonts thero wus tired from somo hun-
dreds of guns and mortars a shotted sltito of I
dun t know bow many roundx in bombardment
ot the enemy's works, whllo tho other sldo tired
in return. The shells from tho morlnrs, tilth
fuses burning, rose nnd fell, crossing ono an-
other In their flight, anil tho boom of the guns
ot ono slzo and another cumo to the ear with
sounds that wrru Impressive, und stirring.

"There tho nolso was nil right, but I should
never dream of such u thing ns setting up a
mortar battery In my back aid, or of mounting
n battery of I'arrolt gum. In tho
kitchen and opening fire every night Immedi-
ately aft-i- r dinner, becauso I don t llko noise
at home.'

Jjfre Cream Gratia Willi a Five Cent Meal.
Tho restaurant keepers on thu Bowery who

charge 5 and 10 cents foV a tegular moal havo a
new rival, who, although ho has not cut tho
price of meals, gives freo Ico cream with every
moal. Big, flaring signs announce that one can
getngood mesl.nnd.it plateof iiocrcam Ihronh
In. all faranlokol. The new restaurant is on
the lower part-o- f tbo Bowery, und like most.
llpwerr rcstauranto it open day and niabl.
faince Iho opening, tuern has been acontluuoua
stream of Bpirpryts la and put pf tbo place.

.
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: LUCK T1UT CAME OF OtL.

u-- jr into TArrni JsKonuovM
vrjtAiru AXf hied rooit.

Death la reverts- - r tke Man That Drilled tk
First Well Mmllar Fate T lh Olseararer
Naddln Rlehea with Wines la Thrm A

or the Peaastivanla oil Flelaa.

"I tee (bat Tlnecum Bill Smith Is dead," said
an old-tim- e operator In the original Venango
county, oil regions, "nnd that.rcminds me that
when he jabbed tho pioneer drill Into the ground
on Watson's Flats In the summer of 1850 there
wasn't n man between ihe New York State lira
and Pittsburg thnt was worth 0100,000, Yet in
less than throe years thero wro moro men, nnd
women, too, worth ton nnd even twonty tlmos
thai, amount than thero had boon pcoplo In tho
ounty worth 010,000 in 1850 -- all bocauso of

the jabbing down of Bill Smith's drill.
!' William A. Smithor Tlnecum 1)111, as ho was

called, bocauso bo was a noted salt well borer at
rinccum started tho first drill that tapped tbo
petroleum deposit of Pennsylvania, from which
hundreds of millions of dollars hare bocn ndded
to tho wealth of tho countiy. Of course, he
wouldn't have done it if ho hadn't been hired to
do It by Col. K. 1 Drako.

"People thereabouts thought Drake was crazy,
nnd they ridiculed htm. and no ono could ba In-

duced to work for him or nld him In putting
down his test well; so ho sent for Bill Smith.
Tho peoplo would very likely havo .ooked upon
Drake still more unkindly if they bad known
that as an cmployoo of the New York and New
Haven llallroad the responsibility for a recent
disaster by which many 11 res wore lost had been
placed on him although unjustly, as It after-
ward camo out and that ho had left Connecti-
cut because of that and sought the seclusion of
the then Isolated OH Crook country In Pennsyl-
vania. His going thero was not an aimless
Journey. For several years tho New York drug
f rm of Kveloth & Blssoll had been manufac-
turing a liniment which thoso wboeo momories
can go back forty-fiv- e yours or so will remem-
ber as tho 'Mustang Liniment,' a preparation
famous for its odor. That odor
came from the liniment's base, which was a
natural oil obtained from tho surfaco of a spring
on property which the drug firm owned near
Tltusvllle, Pa. This oil was collected by dip-
ping blankets in tho spring and wringing out
the oil thoy absorbed. Thus a gallon or so of It
was gathered and shipped to tho New, York
1rug firm from Tltuevlllo dally for several years
untU 1858.

"In tho fall of 1858 the New York drug house
turned over Its holding in the Cranford county
oil spring proporty to a firm in Now Haven to
which It was indobtcd. A member of tho New
Haven Arm was a great friend of Drako and
when tho latter got Into troublo bis friend ad-
vised him to go away for a time and to utlllzo
his time by looking over tho Cranford county
property. That was why Drako sought par-
ticularly tho Oil Crook wilderness ns the place
of his seclusion.

"Everybody knows how Drako's Investiga-
tions led to the origin nnd building up of tho
great petroleum Industry of this country by
which almost unpreoodentod private fortunes
havo been made, but everybody doesn't know
that Willlnra A. Smith was the man who put
down the first drill and wns the only man thnt
could be Induced to undcrtnko tho crazy job,
ns tho Oil Crcekcrs called it. He began tho
well on July 1, 18511, working the drill with his
foot nnd a spring polo. On the morning of Aug.
,'10, having quit work tho night before with
tho drill down noarly soventy feet and no oil in
sight. Smith went out and found tbo well full of
oil, and In n short timo he dipped from It a
bnrrclful. That original barrel of crudo

was sold In Pittsburg for 021. Drako
wns no longer a lunntlc. He becamo Instantly
tho Hon of tho Oil Creek Valley. Tho news of
tho discovery wns flashed over tho country
from Pittsburg, and the mcmorablo oil excite-
ment begnn. Drako never made a dollar out of
his discovery nnd subsequent oil operations,
nnd after a fow year3 left tho oil regions almost
.icnniless. Ten years later tho State of Pennsyl-
vania granted him a pension of 01,500 a yonr,
and but for this, in spite of tho millions bo had
caused to flow Into other pockets, ho wouldhave filled a paupor'a grave, llnccum Bill
Smith, who put down tho orlglnnl oil well, dieda destitute old man, and It Isn't llkoly that hnlfa dozen men in the oil trade ever know
of the Interesting part ho took in the starting of
tho business.

"I rciuomber a good many persons who wcropoor one day and bocamo millionaires tho next,
without an effort on their part, and many whostruggled hard to gain tho good fortuno that atl,1Nt. CUniO tO them. Thn Ant. nf Mm flnnlnir
wells to become famous along Oil Creek was tho
I'uiikwell. It was struck In Juno, 18(11. It n

flowing nt tho rate of 300 barrels n day.
'iho farm on which this well was drilled be-
longed to John Funk, a Venango county farm-
er, who, llko all tho rest of tho farm ownorolnthat region, had never been nblo to produce on
his farm more than enough to keep hlmBelf andfamily alhe. Tho Icasos. royalties, and Inter-
ests lhat ho secured from persons anxious tooperate on his farm mado him more tb-- n a mil --

lionalra In less than a momb.
'This gushing oil well received tho name of

Tho tounlaln,' and before the region had re-
covered from Its astonishment cause J by thoFunk woll, tho Phillips well, on the Tarr farm,
penetrated the sand, and bo.an spouting 2,000
barrels a day. Jim Tarr, tho owner of tho land,
was n teamster In the employ uf tho Collins
Brothers, lumbermen. While that well wasdrilling Tarr offered to sell his farm to tho
senior member of that firm for 02,500. Tho
deal was not completed. Tho Phllllpscs had
leased the part of the trnct where tho woll was
going down, which gavo It Its name. As In tho
caseof Jchn Junk, Jim Tin- - became a rich man,
as one might say, in n day. His farm yleldoi)
him a sum nwuv up in tho millions, and ho re-
tired with his family to a splendid property
near Mendvllle, where ho lived to ostcntntlous-ly'an- d

even riotously, nnd dipped so largely In
Hpoeulntlon, than when ho died. In 1871, hismagnificent fortuno was but a shadow of its
formor sclr.

"Another ono of tho pioneer millionaires of
Oil Creek was Jim Sherman. Ho had no money
to begin with, but ho had a lease of tho Foster
farm. His wife hnd 0500, which she was will-'n- g

to risk In tho hopo of making u fortuno In oil.
This mouoy wns all consumed before Hhoriuan
hud fairly begun his work. It wns noctssury
ror him to get nn cnglno to sink his woll, nnd ho
hnd no money to purchase ono. Two men who
owned an engine, but had no money to obtain
land to uso it on. proposed to .Sherman that ho
givo them n share in his woll in return for tho
ongincs. Ha gavo them an eighth Interest, and
drilling was begun. Another eighth Interest
wns disposed of by Sherman for 0500 cash. '1 he
drill was put down to within a few fcot of Ihe
supposed oil sand, and than the funds and ci ed-
it of tho operators svere exhausted.

"Sherman offered u sixteenth interest in his
well for 9200. j0 ono wanted it. Ho ut last
disposed of the Interest for 800 nnd a hIioUuii.
Ho sold tho gun for 015, and with tho 075 capi-
tal thus raised the drill was started again.
Again tho funds ran out and the coveted vein
wns still untapped. Another sixteenth interest
Shorman offered for 0160. Speculators fought
shy of tbo I'ostcr farm for somo rcabon nnd Sher-
man c.iujd not find nny ono to pay that biuu or
any other sum for of his well, and
he at last traded the Interest for a hono, which
ho thought l o might be ablo to turn Into cash.
Ho got ii customer for thn hori-- and sold It for
$100. This new capital was nlmost exhausted
and tho oil sand as,stlll untouched. Sherman
was in despair, for ho had no hopo of being able
to obtain another dollar. Ho madn the at-
tempt, however, and found a mnn who said ho
would risk $50 In a Hlxtecnth interest In tho well.
Ho went to his boarding house to get the monev,
but 1 eforo ha got back to close the deal tho drill
dropped into tho sand nnd the Hhermtm well

spouting at tho rate of 1,900 barrels n
day. This was in Iho summer of 1802. Oilwo)thcn only 01 ' barrel, but tho prlco wns
going up. The well continued flowing iwn
rears and yielded In that time more than 2,000,-00-

barrels of oil, which was sold nt an average
price of 01 a barrel, somo of it being sold
for as much as 911.50. Tho 0500 put in by
Mrs. Shorman, tho Investment of the engine,
tho shotgun and the horse returned not loss
than 04,000,000 to tho parties interested.

of which wont to plucky und deter-
mined Jim Hhcrmsn.

"Ono of the first of tho native speculators in
'oil wus Dr. M. C, Egbert of Franklin In 1801
bo bad 91,000 that ho had saved from his saddl-
e-bag practice among tho Venango county
hills. With It he purchased n small tract of
lund nt what subsequently becamo tho lliely
town of Petroleum Centre. That was a llttlo
beyond tho I hon accepted limit of the oil de-
posit, hut Dr. Kebort induced n friend of his
from Pittsburg named Hyde to put some money
Into drilling n well on tho tract, and the firm of
Hyde V Egbert became tho most famous in the
nil country. They put down thoir first well
with great difficulty, but when tbey got It into
tbossnnd they found thnt they were not only
not bsyond tho oil sand limit, but on the very
richest part of the oil deposit. The well was n
(treat producer, and although oil was then vory
low and of small demand, they Immediately put
down other wells on the tract until they had
thirty-tw- o good producers, which continued to
yield for jcare. and which, in 1804, were re-
turning to Hjdo Egbert 850,000 a day.
Among their wells was the famous Coquette,
which had a strange history,

"The superintendent of tba Hyde & Egbert
property- - had 4 brother who lived la the eastern

H

part of the Btala. TW Brother wma In lorv
wlth a, young woman of his village who wna
known there a a great coquette. Ono night ba
escorted the girl to a travelling Indian show In
the village, and. as the story goes, on the way
home after tho show made a proposal of mar-
riage nnd was rejected. The 3 II tod youth hd
long been thinking of trying his fortunes In tho
oil country, nnd mm ho determined to go thero
and forget tho coquettish aid. That night,
however, be w ont to sloep wl h bis hoad so full
of Indians, coquettes and oil woll that ho had a
dream In which they wore all combined. In
this dream ho fancied that he wai being pur-
sued by a bloodthirsty Indian, whoso ovldent
Intention wns to take his life. Tho dreamer
was unarmed and he had abandoned nil hope of
escaping the tomahawk and scalping knifo of
his (ox when tho girl who had jilted him ap-
peared on tho wceno.
."She approached from a distance, but sorap-Idl- y

that sho wns at tho spot almost Imtsntly,
and, moro to tho point, she boro a rifle. This sho
handed ovor to thn young man. Ho took it,
aimed it nt tho Indian and fired. When tho
smoke cleared nwny tho Indian was gono, arid
tho girl disappeared slowly, smiling swoetlyon
tho youth ns sho wont. From the spot on which
tho Indian had stood it wos in n barren, wild,
forbidding country --a fountain of oil began
flowing, and ran over tho land In a large stream." hen the dreamer nwnko he interpreted his
dream ns'nf good omen to hi in In both lovo nnd
business. Ho started for tho OllCreck country tho
next day. Arriving there ho sought out his broth-
er at tho Hydo A Egbert farm. Tho brother natur-
ally took him over the farm to see its wonders.
1 luring this trip over the farm the visitor sudden-
ly stopped, and, pointing ton particular spot,

much to tbo surprise of his brother:"'It tho very spot, the very spot!'
'Then, recoicrlng himself, nnd not'ng hi

brother's astonishment, ho related to his brother
the dream be had bad, which nlsoTequlred him
to mnke known the discouraging termination of
his lovo affair. Tho brother, having faith in
dreams, llko many ot- tho oil woll drillers and
lDeculators of that day nnd of this day, too, forthat matter-s-et men at work at once drilling a
well on the spot Indicated by his visitor. The
drill struck the sand rich, and tbo result was aspoutor of 2.000 barrels a day, Tho well was
named tho Coauotte, and It was such n wonder
tor the time thnt it was entirely Inclosed nnd
an admittance foe charged to seo it spouting.
By this little manifestation of tne showman s
trait alone tho owners of the well mado several
thousand dollars. Tho Coquette well yielded so
well that after Hyde & Egbert, had dividednearly 91,000,000 from Its returns, they sold a
twclrth Interest in It for 0250,000. Hydo
Egbert continued to coin money in tho Oil
Creek country for yenrs. I don't know whatever became of Hydo. but Egbert retired wltb'millions, which ho lost. In speculation, and the
last time I heard of him ho was living at Frank-
lin a poor man,

"Of rourso. the young man whoso vivid
dream had led to the drilling of thn famous nnd
rich Coquotto woll waa handsomely rewarded.
With the capital thus obtained ho made lucky
investments in oil. nnd In 1 8fl ho left the oil re-
gion with a big fortune. He returned homo and
found to his surprisound delight that tho girl
who had Jilted him had so regretted It thatshe had no er married. He asked her a second
timo to marry him, and ehe did, I don't know,
but I supposo they llvod happily ovor after. .

.''Another man who was nmong the remark-
ably lucky pnos of the early oil days was Micky
rarrou. WhlloJlm Sherman was struggling
to put down his well on tho Foster farm in
1802 Micky had a brilliant idea. Sherman
had offered him a slxteonth interest In his noil
for 0200, but Farroll reasoned to himself thatIt would bo a better speculation for him to se-
cure an Interest in the farm itself. Ho argued
that If tho Sherman well proved dry bo would
lose his 0200. and that If It camo In a producer
ho would only havo a sixteenth Interest In the
result. If ho Invested his 020O in getting con-tt-

of somo of tho farm, he would Ioso only as
much ns ho would if tho Sherman woll provod
dry, but If tho well was a producer his holdings
on the farm would bo worth a good deal moro
than of tho Sherman woll. So
Micky declined Sherman's offer and for his
9200, which ho had saved from his wages ns n
teamster, ho obtained n h lntorcst In
tho Foster farm. Soon afterward tho Sherman
well enrao In with its gush ot 2.000 barrels a
ria. Then tho Foster farm became worth mil-
lions. From his royalties from tho wells that
wero soon put down on his of tbo
farm. Micky Farrcll.tthe d teamster,
had an avorago Income for moro than two years
ot 02.000 a day. Ho wns not s In
tho disposition of his hundreds of thousands ofv
dollars .is he bad been with his modest savings
or 9200. and healed without a dollar.

"Somo of the fumo'is vvoila uf tho Oil Creek
country wcro struck on tho Foster farm. There
it was where Orango Noble, who enme to tho oil
regions from Erlo to work ut hia trade of cooper
with Dcmarcst of Crawford county, mado his
vast fortuno from a small investment, andthrough It becamo Treasurer of tho State.
Dumaro3t mado his millions on tho same farm.
The Noble rumily has its fortunn yet, although
Its founder Is long xlnco dead. Tho melancholy
story or thn Demnrcsts Is woll known tho un-
fortunate candidacy of tho son for Governor of
Pennsylvania, Ids overwhelming defeat, the
subsequent revelntlons of Irregular business
methods nnd transactions that brought ruin to
scores ot thtir townsmen and neighbors and in-
volved oven tbo State In loss thcoo aro details
too recent to need repenting to show how tho
great Delnmater fortune, mado In lucky strikes
In oil in the pioneer days of Oil Creek, melted
away in speculation.

"In 1802 tho first oil company evor organized
regularly to do business in tho oil country
wnsfoTtncd. This was tho Columbia Oil Com-
pany, and I believe It is tttill In existence
Tho money thnt company mado was simply
fabulous. Its originators wore nil Pittsburg
speejlators. It has no parallel, perhaps, in tho
history of Americnn speculative enterprises, tho
comparatively brief period of Its profitable
rn,n., t,liwp i.nni(iln,nfl tt i, ,l.,loil Itk
capital of 0200,000. the par value or tho shares
being 020. In 1H50 a party of Plttiburg men
had purchase! what was known as tho Story
farm, on Oil Creek, for The fnrm was
purchased of them in 1802 for $130,000. Wells
wcro sunk upon It and when oil wns at Its low-
est tho company was producing 1.SO0 barrels
more a day than It could dlsposo of.

"Tho stocklfell toJW n shore. In the summer of
1H((2 oil bcgHn to find a market abroad, nnd the
prlco advanced rapidly, nnd It was not long be-
fore stock In the Columbia' Oil Company was
worth flvo tinier Its par value, or 0100 a share.
From Septombcr. 1802. until April, 1804, the
company made good all Its lossos, which wero a
good many thousands of dollars, and divided
93(o,0O0 nmong tho stockholders, w ho wero fow.
During tho months or April, Mny, nnd June,
1801, there nero divided nmong tbo stock-
holders 9275,000. Tho next Ave months re-
turned 9700,000 In profits to tho company, tho
total dividends In n llttlo over two years bolng
nearly slx.ti mes the amount of the capital stock." hen the stock of tho company was down to

n snaro a siioemaKcr named Kraut z had
0100. It was every dollar ho had In tho world
nnd It wns the ravings of years of labor at his
bench. Ho invested it all In stock cf tho Colum-tl- a

Oil Company, buying 200 shares in June,
1802. In June. 1801, nil tho original shares of
tho company wero called In. Now Btock was
Issued nt 050 n share, holders of old stock re-
ceiving live new ones for each ono of tho origi-
nal In their possession. Krautz, having held
on to his 200 shnres, recelvod 1,000 new ones
as his portion of tho profits of the Increase in
capital. Ho had received 921,000 In dividends
In ii year and n half, nnd in December. 1804,
sold his stock for 035,000. In 1805 the Colum-
bia Oil Company', profits began to decrease,
but It paid dlvldonds for more than fifteen yenrs
nftcr thnt.nnd owns Its original property
Every member of it retired with a fortune big
enough for any man to have,"

JtETItEAT OF THE S.4 ILOllMAX.

Ills .Vnrae Still fiennls Artcr lie Had Mnde an
Eloquent and Convincing Plea.

"Some ot these naval heroes of ours aro queer
ducks."

Hoputltln tbatslnngy way, although ho was
a lenrned ndvocnto of tbo Stato of Connoctlcut.

"Yes, Icomo across them In tho police court
at New London sometimes. No uso trying to
dissemble or clonk tho fact thnt Uncle Sam's
sailor do turn up In police courts, though, of
course. It's generally an accident. Now it was
an accident in tho case of Dennis. The whole
of that enso was accldont. I call him Dennis,
though I never aid bcllovo that that was his
namo on tho ship's books. When thoy brought
him to tho lockup, charged with being drunk
and dlsordorlyand asked bis name, he said;

" ' Well, It Boems to mo my namo is Dennis,
isn't it V And tbey let it go at thnt on the ilnto.
"That Is what I learned afterward, Tbotlist

I saw of Dennis wus whon ho wos brought Into
court tho noxt mornlnr. Ho was very joung
looking, and ho mado nn eloquent speech In
his own dofente. which lastel nbout an hour.
At the end of that speech tho Court whs ap-
parently satisfied thnt Dennis had beon perfectly
sober, and that Iho real drunk nnd disorderly
his chum hnd got away from thn police. Itbegan to look as If the arresting officer would

Tie reprimanded for bungling, nnd Dennis dis-
charged. Tho officer was called upon to mako
somo dofenco on his own account." Well, your Honor,' he say, 'anyway, this
man wns drunk enough to rip up the lloor of tho
coll and drop down into tho cellar. There's a
big hole through tho floor of tho cell and tho
roof of the telbir this morning, your Honor.

e hoard n terrible row lionn In tho cellar
about 2 o clock In tho morning, and there was
tho prisoner before the window, trjlng to
wrench our one uf tho bars, and jelling all tho
t mo. So we put him In irons and kept him in
tho office.'

" Dennis.' says the Court, ' What have got
to say to this I You mado out a vory good casojust now -- gainst tbo original charge. But It
seems that you hnvo attempted
Iho laws of this Htite fix three years' Imprison-
ment as tho minimum punishment for

'lhat Is, of course, If you did It willfully anddellborately. Now If you wcro under the in-
fluence of liquor 1

"I guess I was drunk, jour Honor,' sajDennis, Interrupting the Court.
"'Tho priaouor pleads guilty to the ihargo

against him on tho dooket 010 nnd costs,' an-
nounced tho Court. And tho costs were ratherheavy, too, t causo Donnl had taken up so
muth of theCourt' U wvin that he li-- d
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OIL COUNTRY FORTUNES. 1
a FAitunn trtto kept JtAzr a H

MllJ.T.lOK IS A ZOO OAMlf.

Beaaehofr Dilin't Believe In Banka and Ba H
came Famous tor Being netted ( Half If Is MM

Hoard What Made Ills tVlfls Anirrr
A Fanner VTha Aired m Fertaae.

Bouvan, N. Y., April 1C No obscure oil r. H
glon farmer ever Jumped Into fame with great- - AM
cr rapidity than John Bennehofl just about KM
thirty years ago. Ho becamo famous in a ME
night. His fame came from hi habit ot keep H
Ing halt a million dollars In gold and currency H
In a safo In his log houso bocauso ho was afraid H
the bank wcro not sofa H

BennchotT wits a typical 'dac'sriroooa rarmw IS
who was land poor when tho oil boom swept MB
along Oil Creek in Pennsylvania early in the H
sixties. Ho owned a big block of land at a H
bend in Oil Crock midway betweon Tltusvllla H
nnd Oil City. Down across his clearing flowed H
DcntiebofT Bun, a trout stream that ho named uH
after himself. Ho lived In a roomy log house,
with a roof made of shingle shaved by hsnd. IH
His noarest neighbor lived a quarter of a mil
away. Ho was satisfied to grub a living from bH
his sidehtll farm. Whon the spring floods cama Mmu
he piloted a raft down to Pittsburg nnd walked 'H1
back. That.satlsflcd his dcslro to seo tba out- - H
sldo world until spring came around again, IB
Ho was a hard-heade- old fellow, with llttlo H
sentiment about him and not n touch ot vnnlty, H
When tho oil boom made htm jlch ho did not H
quit work, nor did ho chungo his mode of living. H
He continued to carry eggs and butter to th
country storekeeper, and drove just a close or-- H
chango bargains as before. Hfi

Bennehofl' 300-acr- tract was wonderfully H
productive. Somo of the wells flowed 400 bar HI
relsa day. The oil was bought at tho well Hf
and paid for on tho spot by dealers who carried H I

big rolls of currency In gripsacks. Bonnehof) II '

received 01.000 an aero bonus and a royalty ol H ;

one-hal- t tbo oil produced for somo seetlons o! H
his tiact. In those days oil frequently sold for I010 and 012 n barrel at the woll and waa H
either shipped down Oil Creek' in flatboats or H
hauled away in barrels on wagon. Benne--
boll "4 Income, was enormous, and tbe money ;'came so fast that ho was bewildered. Ona
Piece of land he refused to part with at any Hfprice, because ho reserved it for a potato patch.

When he had accumulated a big wad of
money ho carried it to a bank and deposited It. I
Before long the bank failed and he lost hia Ml
money and his confidence in banks. Tben ba ISbought a safe, placed it in hi house, end carried HI
tho koy in his pocket. In this safo he stored
his wealth as it poured In to htm. It gradually f
became noised about that ho had a safe full of m?gold and greenback. Ill neighbors warned Hjf
mm tu oc wnicmui ot miovos. no invanaoiy pjrreplied that his money was as safe in his house Hf
as in any bank. The story of bis safe full of Hi
money finally reached Jim Seager, a gambler H!
at Seagcrtown. thirty miles away. Seager got Hifour young fellow to help him, and ont to Dal- - Hi
tlmore for two professional burglar to do tba Mrjob, A night on which BennehofT's son was to Mk
attend n dance was decided on for tho robbery MSIt wos Jan. 21. 1808. Hf.

Tne gang drove to tho BennebofT farm about Jmtl
midnight, put their team In tbo barn, and; Mrfe
walked quickly to tho house. The hired man MSwas gagged and Benuohoff, his wife, and hfa BS,
daughter wero securely bound. The burglars fKu
forced tho safe door opsin nnd took out 9205,000. B Its of it In gold. The thieves then litwent leisurely about getting Buppcr for thipv-- '!bcIvps, sampling Mrs. Bcnnebotf a mince Bfand bread nnd butter. They found two pons of t
milk In the pantrv, and drank overy drop of lu HfThis net enraged the frugal Mrs. Bennehofl' (.
more than tho loss of tho money. In reciting- - H jk
bor troubles to a neighbor the noxt day she said: S
"What do you think, those dirty scamps drank H
two pans of milk, cream and all. I aakod them ll-- s

to let mo Bklni It, but thoy mocked me, tba m'X
wretches!"

After bidding their victims good night, tha w- -gang bitched up nnd drove nway. On tho barn ,'loor the next morning was found a package con attuinlng twenty odd ihiusand dollar that had Mwaccidentally beon left behind by tho robbers. &'
When the money was divided Seager and tho Ht '.

two Baltimore cracksmen took the bulk of It, Hi
Tho latter hurried to Canada, whero they wero li t
arrested. By feeing a Toronto lawyer liber- - Mi 5

ally, a flaw was found in tho extradition papers. If !

nnd I hey wero released and to Europe, If I

Seager went West nnd wns last sight of. Sov Iforal months nfter the robbery threo mombers of . li f
the gang wero arrested und ncnt to tho pcnlten- - H?tlnry for short torniH. Hci oral years Intern former Bil&oil country hotol cmnluyco rocognlzod Seager 151.1
in a Denver hotel, meager bad come up from Tffbis Texas ranch with a bunch of cattle, ilenne- - frhoff was Informed of tho fact by wlro, and hi lfh
son and a detective hurried to Denver. Ex V

tradition papers were eecurd, hut tho arrest S
was never made, for Hcagcr'a gang of cowboy ffwarned the officers that It would bo doath to fffi
them if they attempted to tako Scnger back to rff,
Pennsylvania They returned empty-hande- Kg
nnd that ei.dcil tbo chase. Seager is living tn Ac,
Texas, owns a big ranch, nnd la a g S 7

citizen. A few- - jeers ngo he learned that tha .

widow of ono of the mon who helped him crnclc f ,
the Bennchoff safo wns destitute, und ho sent '
her several thousand dollnrs. ' J

The robbrrr did not leave BennebofT poor. A
fiackaco of bills of Inrgo denominations wrapped J

paper was In a corner ot the safe. It H
contained 5200,000. nnd tho'thinvea overlooked E.
it, A Tow months after tbo robbory HonnehofT a
sold his fnrm for another fortune and removed R
to Orci-nvlll- Pn., where ho died In 1K82. After fmaking n doren men rich, tho Bonnchoff farm fii practically dosortcd, so fnraspotro- - '
leum Is concerned.

Sam Crawford, nn old farmer, who lived noar
Criswell City. In Armstrong county. Pa., wn
also a mark for thieves. This wus In 1872. Ho
lived in n one-stor- log houso nnd when oil wna Istruck he came into tho possession of 015 000 I,in a lump. Ho was nfraid of banks, nnd kept I- -

hls money in a trunk Id his attic. Crawford was i'

a vain old fellow, and dcllghti-- to display his I'wealth, which was all In greenbacks. He waa Halways fearing that his bills .ould get mouldy, '
ho sold, so bo used to tul.o them nut ot tho trunk I

and spread them on tho grass In bis orchard 'On '
nl' a"sant afternoons, perhaps for tho reason that ,
he had nothing elso to do. A Pittsburg thief U
heard of Crawford and visited that section. Ha
enlisted two fanner boys in a 3cbemo lo rob tbe
old man, and it was carried out. Tho Pittsrurg i
man socurcd tbo money nnd forgot to dlvldo 5up before going away. Tho farmer boys wera y
arrested and had to suffer for playing tho rfila 5'
of tools for tho man from PitUburg. "

DRUNK OX JFItOZEX AXTS. i

The Pllsht or a at Mulno Lumbermen Who '
Could .Vol tiet Drink.

Wilmmantic, Me., April 15. The ownership i
and management of this nnd three or four ad- - i
joining townships nro vested in a Connecticut
thread company, which has nlready cut off ,
thousands of acres of whlto birch and converted i
tho whlto sapwood into spools. Tbe company J
not only owns tbo land nnd tho mills, but It la i
solo proprietor of evory store, boarding bouia I
and brush or log shnntv for ten miles around. !H
By this means tbe corporation Is enabled to Hiregulate tho conduct of its employees and Ifcan count on gotting its work dona Min timo to meet all orders. Until thesa
measures were taken tho hnnds about HEf
tho mill were in tbe habit of taking too much IHIiliquor at times when tbey should havo been at MtW
work, thereby o using great expense and delay. HitI'ndortho now rules no liquor can be brought llinto the township without tbo consent of tha Hsuperintendent, nnd If a man arrives here in an 1intoxicated condition, and looks for work, ha Hlnwill wasto bis endoarora. No matter bow valu-- Pable on employee may bo to the company, hla
usefulness Is at an end as soon as bo dallies with Hs?
tho forbidden cup. I

After more than two years of Industrious and Hffl
monotonous sobriety, a good part of tha model aHzicolony is Just reentering from a protracted and J!highly Inflammatory dobauch. Symptoms of M1--ulcohnllo excitement were first noticed among TMrnmtho " bolters," a crew of men who cut the round HXtimbers Into boards, w blch are alterward sawed IK
In square spool bars, For a daj- - or two the men lsr--
ncted strangely, singing nnd laughing about (HIS
thoir work and making a great deal of needloi Tidisturbance. Thoy lost their appetite tor food, Hngoing all day without tasting a mouthful. Later IMthoir oyes grew bloodshot, they shook as If $
mulcted with n pals, and then collapsed en- - MWIftlrely. so thoy had to be put to bed. iBlr.

A pbysli 'in who nas called to see tbo patlenta lhad nohosltntion In sajlng they were all drunk.
thoiul. somonf tho symptoms did not lndloata i

alcoholism. Thu pulse was slower and mora
regular than in cases of drunkenness, while tha MmW
pupilsnf their ejus wcro enlarged to twlcetheir liroriginal dimension. The rooms of all tho men Hiwcro searched for liquor, and every nowcomer lftwas closely questioned, but nobody could throw lifany light upon tbo mystary. Thn men remaineo
In a si a to for several days, return- - l&lui; to thoir oruscsund rations after repeated Kfdoses of bromtdo and rbloral hdrato had been
administered. Every victim denied that he had
taken nny liquor. Whou asked to account
for thoir illness they said they be- - flffllered it wns brought on from eating ImWlarge quantities of the great brown and rod 1ft,
aula which I hey found lu the hollow butt of Mmtbo trees. Thcso insect nre well known in all - flL'lumber camps, where Frenchmen and other Hwith a taste for sb-ir- acids eat of them freely,winnowing thorn from sawdust and chewing
thm as they would radishes, or mixing them
with molasios and usln them as a substitute
far cranberry snuce. These ants burrow homes '

for themselves In the trunk of aged trees. HI.'1During the summer they mam freely In tha Hrwoods, but nt t he approach of cold wealhor thoy
return to winter quarters, where they nppar- - klS
cntly freeze up stiff and remain until thawed tXim
out In the spring. As thoir bodies are strongly
Impregnated with acid the woodsmen eat thvm IKgreedily, preferring tho taste of frozen ant to Hf--v
cranberry ot apple sAtice. w' It is now believed that tbe workmta VCM Hefalsely accused of drunkeaacM,
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